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AGENDA 

Joint Meeting of Members of the Coordination Group Institutions 

and the OECD Development Assistance Committee 

Hosted by the Arab Fund for Economic and Social Development 

Kuwait, 10 May 2009 

 

8:30 – 8:45  

Chairs’ Welcome  

 Abdlatif Y. Al-Hamad, Director General/ Chairman of the Board of Directors, Arab Fund for Economic and Social 
Development 

 Eckhard Deutscher, Chair, OECD Development Assistance Committee 

8:45 – 10:15 

Session I: Recent trends in Arab and DAC development cooperation 

To begin this session, each Chair will provide an overview of recent trends in Arab and DAC development 
cooperation (10 minutes each). What are the evolving priorities of Arab and DAC development cooperation? What 
drives their current activities? What is the impact of the current financial crisis on development cooperation 
activities? What is their future outlook as the 2015 MDG deadline approaches? 
 
Speaker 

 Representative of the OPEC Fund for International Development 

 Lisa Chiles, Acting Deputy Administrator, United States Agency for International Development 
 
In discussions, members of each donor group will share their views on these questions, underlining the common 
values and interests that underpin Arab and DAC development cooperation. They will explore the options for joint 
work and information sharing between both groups in the future. 

10:15 – 10:30  
Coffee break 

 

10:30 – 12:00  
Session II: Cooperating to make aid more effective 

Speakers 

 Representative of the Islamic Development Bank 

 Andreas Gies, Head of Division for Regional Development Policy – Middle East, Federal Ministry for Economic 
Co-operation and Development, Germany 

 Martin Dinham, Director General, International, Department for International Development 
 
This session will be opened by presentations from members of each donor group (max. 10 minutes each). Drawing 
on practical examples, for example in the Middle East and North African region, the speakers will outline the major 
features of their development assistance. The aim will be to highlight commonalities and differences in donors’ 
operating models and compare their approaches to aid effectiveness. Speakers will also explore how donors can 
work together to ensure that their cooperation is adapted to the priorities and needs of partner countries. 



 
Discussions will have a particular focus on the 2008 Third High-Level Forum on Aid Effectiveness and its preparations 
(Accra, Ghana, 2-4 September), in which members of the Coordination Group Institutions played active roles. The 
Forum‘s outcome document, the Accra Agenda for Action, reaffirms the importance of aid effectiveness principles 
such as partner-country ownership and harmonization among donors. In accordance with these principles, many 
DAC donors have begun using programme approaches to deliver their aid: aligning aid with partner countries’ 
sectoral strategies and harmonizing their activities and procedures with other donors working in the sector.  
 
Members of the Coordination Group Institutions have also been very active at providing support to certain sectors, 
notably in agriculture, energy and water. Representatives of Coordination Group Institutions will be invited to share 
information on their recent initiatives and commitments in these sectors, and to share their experiences in aligning 
such support to partners’ strategies.  
 
The ensuing discussion could address the following questions: 
 
What are the success factors of working at the sectoral level? To what extent are different donors participating in 
sectoral coordination groups, and how can these groups be as inclusive and effective as possible at country level? 
Could participants envisage closer cooperation in particular sectors, and are triangular cooperation agreements 
feasible? 
 

12:00 – 13:00 
Session III: Sharing knowledge and supporting statistical capacity development 

Speakers 

 Representative of the Kuwait Fund for Arab Economic Development 

 Nicole Gesnot, Counselor, Canadian Delegate to the OECD Development Assistance Committee 
 
Knowledge-sharing and capacity-development are strong pillars of Arab development cooperation, particularly as 
part of their support for reconstruction and reconciliation in post-conflict scenarios. Participants will discuss options 
for sharing knowledge and information on their respective activities particularly through exchanging data on 
Development Aid and debt and documentation and official reports.  
 
They will also explore practical ways to develop the statistical capacities of aid recipient countries. Recent initiatives 
have included setting up web-based development portals and training institutes for partner-country officials, 
particularly in the Middle-East region. One of the goals of these initiatives is to foster improved evidence-based 
decision-making among officials in partner countries, for example through the development of statistical capacities. 
DAC donors have also engaged in statistical capacity building, for example through the Partnership in Statistics for 
Development in the 21st Century (Paris21), the Secretariat of which is based at the OECD. 
 
Following brief overviews on related initiatives, participants will explore the potential for practical collaboration on 
knowledge sharing and statistical capacity development for partner countries. How can members of the 
Coordination Group Institutions and the DAC best complement each other in supporting capacity development for 
statistics in partner countries, particularly in the Middle East? What initiatives are best suited for collaboration? 
What concrete steps can be taken towards joint projects? 
 

13:00 – 13:30  
Closing Session: Next Steps 

Following the day’s discussions, which themes are of mutual concern and greatest interest for future dialogue?  

14:00 – 15:00 
Lunch 


